Burning Permit Regulations
In Rhode Island, each community decides if they chose to allow open burning. East Greenwich does allow open burning. What can be burned and when burning is allowed is dictated by State Law.  

What Can You Burn?

1). Brush is the only vegetation that can be burned, nothing bigger than 5” in diameter.
2). NO stumps!!

3). NO leaves!!

4). NO garbage!! This includes papers/garbage in a barrel.

5). NEVER can construction debris, i.e. wood scraps, etc. be burned.

Who Can Burn?

Only home owners or renters are allowed to have burning permits. Landscaping companies and builders are never allowed.
Landowners clearing their land to build a house are considered commercial operations. They must truck the debris to the landfill.

When Can You Burn?

Burning of brush is allowed from sun up to sun down.

No burning is allowed from March 15th to May 15th of every year, unless snow is on the ground or it is raining.

Burning may be banned at any time due to dry conditions.

Where Do You Get A Permit?

East Greenwich citizens my come to the fire station on Main Street to obtain a burning permit good for one (1) day at a time. There is no cost.

Any Other Rules?

The brush must be in small piles of no more than 5 x 5 x 5. There must be ADULT supervision of the fire at all times. You must have an adequate water supply, i.e. garden hose, at the fire site.
Should your neighbors complain about the smoke entering their house, you will be directed to extinguish the fire.

In addition, if the fire gets away from you, you will be 100% responsible for suppression costs, damage to others’ property and may be subject to fines.

